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Response to Written Opinion of 
the International Preliminary Examining Authority 



According to the preliminary examination, the subject matter of claims 
1-4,6-11,13-21 does not appear to involve an inventive step in view of D1(JP 
2002-7255A) cited in the ISR, the subject matter of claim 5 does not appear to 
involve an inventive step in view of D1 and D2(JP 2000-250393A) and the 
subject matter of claim 12 does not appear to involve an inventive step in view 
of the D1 and D3 ( J P2002- 135844) cited in the ISR. 

Claims 1-3,6-8,10,13,14,15 and17- 21 are amended by the limitation of 
claim wording "control program" based on reviewing of the cited references 
D1-D3. 

D1 discloses a method for transmitting of files from a server to any one 
of clients based on designating of an area. However, D1 does not disclose or 
suggest contents of the files to be transmitted. That is, D1 does not disclose or 
suggest that a device driver program is transmitted from the server to the 
designated client. In this regard, there is the difference between the claimed 
invention and D1 . 

D2 discloses a configuration for providing data used for education via a 
network. However, D2 does not disclose or suggest that the device driver 
program is provided from the server to the designated client. In this regard, 
there is the difference between the claimed invention and D2. In this regard, 
there is the difference between the claimed invention and D2. 

D3 discloses a configuration for searching moveable terminals located 
in a designated zone as a communication area and communicating data to the 



searched moveable terminals. However, D3 does not disclose or suggest that 
the device driver program is communicated from the server to the designated 
client in the designated zone as the communication area. In this regard, there is 
the difference between the claimed invention and D3. 

Each of the cited references D1 -D3 does not teach or suggest the 
configuration corresponding to the transmission of the device driver program. 
Even if D1 , D2 and D3 are combined, the claimed invention is not obvious from 
any combination of the cited references. We believe that claims 1-21 cannot be 
attained by a person with ordinary skill in the art. 
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CLAIMS 

1. An information processing method of distributing 
across a network a control program for controlling a 
5 network device to a client apparatus for managing the 
network device, comprising: 

a designation step of designating range 
information for searching for a network device 
connected to the network; 
10 a search step of searching for the network device 

corresponding to the designated range information on 
the basis of the designated range information; and 

a distribution step of distributing a control 
program to the client apparatus for managing the 
15 network device within the range searched by the 
processing in the search step. 

2. The method according to claim 1, further 
comprising an acquisition step of acquiring address 
information of the network device on the basis of data 

20 obtained by the result of search of the network device 
in the search step, 

wherein the distribution step performs the 
distribution process by using the address information 
acquired by the processing in the acquisition step. 

25 3. The method according to claim 1, further 
comprising a recognition step of recognizing a 
preparation completion notification indicating that an 
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accepting module which is activated in the client 
apparatus as a transfer destination of the control 
program and receives the control program is prepared, 

wherein the distribution step distributes the 
control program in response to recognition of the 
preparation completion notification by the processing 
in the recognition step. 

4. The method according to claim 2, wherein the 
acquisition step acquires network address information 
corresponding to the range information for search, on 
the basis of data obtained by the result of search of 
the network device. 

5. The method according to claim 1, wherein the 
range designated to search for the network device is 
designated for each domain, each OU (Organization Unit) 
in a directory service, or each IP address. 

6. An information processing apparatus for 
distributing across a network a control program for 
controlling a network device to a client apparatus for 
managing said network device, comprising: 

designating means for designating range 
information for searching for a network device 
connected to said network; 

searching means for searching for said network 
device corresponding to the designated range 
information on the basis of the designated range 
information ; and 




distributing means for distributing a control 
program to said client apparatus for managing said 
network device within the range searched by said 
searching means . 
5 7. A program for allowing a computer to execute 
information processing for distributing across a 
network a control program for controlling a network 
device to a client apparatus for managing said network 
device , comprising : 

10 a designation module for designating range 

Information for searching for a network device 
connected to said network; 

a search module for searching for said network 
device corresponding to the designated range 

15 information on the basis of the designated range 
information; and 

a distribution module for distributing a control 
program to a client for managing said network device 
within the range searched by execution of said search 

20 module. 

8. An information processing method of distributing 
across a network a control program for controlling a 
network device to a client apparatus for managing the 
network device, comprising: 
25 a designation step of designating geographical 

range information for searching for a network device 
connected to the network; 




a search step of searching for the network device 
corresponding to the designated geographical range 
information on the basis of the designated geographical 
range information; and 
5 a distribution step of distributing a control 

program to a client apparatus for managing the network 
device within a geographical range searched by the 
processing in the search step. 

9. The method according to claim 8, wherein the 

10 geographical range information designated to search for 
the network device contains a room, floor, or building 
of a structure in which the network device is 
installed, or a municipality, a prefecture, or a nation 
in which the network device is installed. 

15 10. The method according to claim 8, further 
comprising a recognition step of recognizing a 
preparation completion notification indicating that an 
accepting module which is activated in the client 
apparatus as a transfer destination of the control 

20 program and receives the control program is prepared, 
wherein the distribution step distributes the 
control program in response to recognition of the 
preparation completion notification by the processing 
in the recognition step. 

25 11. The method according to claim 8, further 

comprising a setting step of allowing the network 
device to detect position information corresponding to 
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the geographical range, and set the detected position 
information in a memory such that the detected position 
information can be compared with the geographical range 
information. 

5 12. The method according to claim 11, wherein the 
setting step sets the position information 
corresponding to the geographical range in the memory 
on the basis of information detected by using a GPS. 

13. An information processing apparatus for 

10 distributing across a network a control program for 

controlling a network device to a client apparatus for 
managing said network device, comprising: 

designating means for designating geographical 
range information for searching for a network device 

15 connected to said network; 

searching means for searching for said network 
device corresponding to the designated geographical 
range information on the basis of the designated 
geographical range information; and 

20 distributing means for distributing a control 

program to a client apparatus for managing said network 
device within a geographical range searched by said 
searching means . 

14. A program for allowing a computer to execute 
25 information processing for distributing across a 

network a control program for controlling a network 
device to a client apparatus for managing said network 




device, comprising: 

a designation module for designating geographical 
range information for searching for a network device 
connected to said network; 
5 a search module for searching for said network 

device corresponding to the designated geographical 
range information on the basis of the designated 
geographical range information; and 

a distribution module for distributing a control 
10 program to a client apparatus for managing said network 
device within a geographical range searched by 
execution of said search module. 

15. An information processing method of distributing 
across a network a control program for controlling a 

15 network device to a client apparatus for managing the 
network device, comprising: 

a first search step of searching for the client 
apparatus connected to the network by using a first 
device search module generated on the basis of script 

20 information; 

a second search step of searching for a network 
device connected to a client apparatus found by the 
processing in the first search step by using a second 
search module generated on the basis of script 

2 5 inf ormat ion ; and 

a distribution step of distributing to the 
client apparatus the control program for controlling a 




network device found by the processing in the second 
search step. 

16. The method according to claim 15, wherein the 
script information for generating the second device 

5 search module contains range Information concerning a 
network address for specifying the network device or 
information concerning a geographical range. 

17. An information processing apparatus for 
distributing across a network a control program for 

10 controlling a network device to a client apparatus for 
managing said network device, comprising: 

first searching means for searching for said 
client apparatus connected to said network by using a 
first device search module generated on the basis of 

15 script information; 

second searching means for searching for a 
network device connected to a client apparatus found by 
said first searching means by using a second search 
module generated on the basis of script information; 

20 and 

distributing means for distributing to said 
client apparatus the control program for controlling a 
network device found by said second searching means . 

18. A program for allowing a computer to execute 
25 information processing for distributing across a 

network a control program for controlling a network 
device to a client apparatus for managing said network 
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device , comprising : 

a first search module for searching for said 
client apparatus connected to said network by executing 
a first device search module generated on the basis of 
5 script information; 



network device connected to a client apparatus found by 
execution of said first search module by executing a 
second device search module generated on the basis of 
10 script information; and 

a distribution module for distributing to said 
client apparatus the control program for controlling a 
network device found by execution of said second search 



15 19. A computer-readable storage medium storing a 
control program for controlling a network device, 
wherein said program comprises: 

a designation module for designating range 
information for searching for a network device 

20 connected to said network; 

a search module for searching for said network 
device corresponding to the designated range 
information on the basis of the designated range 
information; and 

25 a distribution module for distributing a control 

program to a client for managing said network device 
within the range searched by execution of said search 



a second search module for searching for a 



module . 




module. 

20. A computer -readable storage medium storing a 
control program for controlling a network device, 
wherein said program comprises : 

5 a designation module for designating geographical 

range information for searching for a network device 
connected to said network; 

a search module for searching for said network 
device corresponding to the designated geographical 
10 range information on the basis of the designated 
geographical range information; and 

a distribution module for distributing a control 
program to a client apparatus for managing said network 
device within a geographical range searched by 
15 execution of said search module. 

21. A computer-readable storage medium storing a 
control program for controlling a network device, 
wherein said program comprises : 

a first search module for searching for said 
20 client apparatus connected to said network by executing 
a first device search module generated on the basis of 
script information; 

a second search module for searching for a 
network device connected to a client apparatus found by 
25 execution of said first search module by executing a 
second device search module generated on the basis of 
script information; and 




a distribution module for distributing to said 
client apparatus the control program for controlling a 
network device found by execution of said second search 
module . 
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